
   

Part L – Lighting Briefing 

Orange Lighting’s Guide 
to latest 2010 Planning 

Regulations 

As designers and specifiers of 
lighting we have a planning criteria 
to fulfil. Whether you are 
responsible for the planning or not, 
an awareness of the growing 
emphasis on energy efficient 
lighting is important. 

In October 2010 there was a new 
edition of the regulations. Lighting falls 
within the category of -                                               
Part L:  Conservation of Fuel & Power 

Part L1A – New Dwellings 

Part L1B - Existing Dwellings 

Part L2A - New Buildings other than 
dwellings. 

Part L2B – Existing Buildings other than 
dwellings 

 

Part L1A – New Dwellings 

The aim of Part L is to get us to all save 
fuel and power and contribute 
towards a global reduction in CO2 
emissions. We are required to comply 
with a set of energy efficiency 
requirements that will help us achieve 
a Target Emissions Rate. 

Under the regulations the entire new 
dwelling is required to achieve a 
‘predicted’ C02 Dwelling Emission Rate 
(DER) which must not be greater than 
a Target Emission Rate (TER), the 

calculation of which is prescribed and 
takes account of heating, ventilation, 
lighting etc. Although the specifier of a 
new dwelling can ‘trade off’ one part 
of the equation against another, the 
requirements for lighting are not 
tradeable but they can count towards 
all of the TER. 

The entry for internal lighting in Part L1A 
is brief, referring us to the detail held in 
the Domestic Building Services 
Compliance Guide. 

 
Section 12 – Lighting 

The scope of guidance is for all fixed 
lighting whether internal or external. A 
copy of this section is here for you to 
read and understand for yourself but 
here is our simplification. 

Before these new editions, to achieve 
planning you had to fulfil a criteria of 1 
in every 4 fixed fittings had to be 
dedicated low energy over and above 
a specified light output (circuit-watt). 
Circuit-Watts means the power 
consumed in lighting circuits by lamps 
and their associated control gear and 
power factor correction equipment. 

Now the demand is 3 out of every 4 
light fittings must be low energy with a 
specified luminous efficacy of 45 
lumens per circuit-watt BUT the big 
difference is they do not have to be 
dedicated low energy any more. For 
example, using fluorescent and 
compact fluorescent lamping in a 
normal E27 lampholder is sufficient to 
comply now but tungsten and 
tungsten halogen lamps with standard 
lamp bases will not. 

 
 

Orange Lighting Ltd  T: 01279 812350 
www.orangelighting.co.uk : studio@andreworange.co.uk 



   

  
 

 
 

Orange Lighting Ltd  T: 01279 812350 
www.orangelighting.co.uk : studio@andreworange.co.uk 



   

 
 

 
Full regulations and approved planning documents can be found at 

www.planningportal.gov.uk/approveddocuments 
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